Three Elements of Poetic Creation
T)OETRY, if it deserves the name at all, comes
JL always from some subtle plane through the
creative \ital and uses the outer mind and other
external instruments for transmission only. There
are here three elements, the original source of inspi-
ration, the vital force of creative beauty which gives
its substance and impetus and determines the form,
and the transmitting outer consciousness of the poet j
The most genuine and perfect poetry is written
when the original source is able to throw its inspi-
ration pure and unaltered into the vital and thefe
it takes its true native form and power of speech
exactly reproducing the inspiration, while the outer
consciousness is entirely passive and transmits with-
out alteration what it receives* When the vital is
too active and gives too much of its own initiative
or a translation into more or less turbid vital stuff,
the poetry remains powerful but is inferior in quality
and less authentic. Finally, if the outer consciousness
is too lethargic and blocks, or too active and makes
its own version, then you have the poetry that fails*